Grant Township

Recreation Plan

January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2015
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Community Description

Grant Township is located at the tip of the Keweenaw Peninsula in Keweenaw County, Michigan. For
the purpose of this plan, the “community” is defined as the area encompassed by Grant Township’s
legal boundaries shown on map below. This recreation plan focuses only on Grant Township. Citizen
input for this plan was solicited from township residents as well as persons living outside the township
boundaries.

The development of this plan was initiated by the Grant Township Board of Trustees to assist them in
applying for grants from January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2015.

This plan addresses current and projected recreational needs for all forms of recreational activities.
Grant Township has approximately 200 registered voters and approximately 600 individuals or
organizations who own property in the township.

The goal of this plan is to address the needs of full-time residents as well as seasonal residents, and to
be mindful of the needs of visitors and those who make their living by serving visitors and tourists.
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Administrative Structure

Management responsibilities for the Township’s recreational facilities are delegated to the Township’s
Board of Trustees. They are responsible for conducting all planning of future recreational
improvements as well as coordinating township employees or volunteers to conduct maintenance on
existing facilities.

Grant Township spends approximately $5,000 annually on recreational projects, including all
maintenance and capital expenditures. In the past, large capital expenditures for recreational activities
have been paid with donations. Among those who assist the township with recreation through
monetary donations or volunteer labor are:

e Copper Harbor Improvement Association (carborharbor.org)
e Copper Harbor Trails Club (copperharbortrails.org)
e Copper Harbor Downtown Development Authority

The Improvement Association and the Trails Club are both supported through memberships and
through donations of money and labor. The Downtown Development Authority captures a small
amount of tax base that lay within the plat of the Copper Harbor. All three organizations collaborate
with Grant Township on recreational projects depending on what resources are needed to successfully
complete it.



Recreation Inventory

Facility Name Classification General Description
1. Hunter’s Point Park World Class Natural Hunter’s Point is a rocky spit of land that helps form
Area the harbor of Copper Harbor. The park features

approximately 4,800 feet of shoreline. It provides a
barrier-free boardwalk and platform from which to
view of Lake Superior; barrier-free restrooms; and
interpretative signage of local flora and fauna.

2. Copper Harbor Regional Park This three-acre park in the heart of Copper Harbor’s
Community Center and business district has an outdoor pavilion with
barbeque pit. The park also features a community

Park center with a tourist information area and
restrooms.
3. Third Street Mini Park Mini-Park This park features a viewing platform with benches
on the harbor. Its approximate size is 60 by 100 feet.
4. Union Park Undeveloped This proposed park is located next to the Lac La
Belle Fire Hall.
5. 6th Street Dock Public Dock This dock features an area to tie up a small outboard
watercraft and a boardwalk to 5" Street.
6. 10th Street Dock Public Dock This facility allows small inboard watercraft to tie
up.
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Accessibility Assessments

1. Hunter’s Point Park: the developed portion of the park meets accessibility guidelines

2. Copper Harbor Community Center & Park: the center meets accessibility guidelines; the park
does not

3. Third Street Mini Park: some of the park meet accessibility guidelines

4. Union Park: not developed

5. 6" Street Dock: the dock meets accessibility guidelines

6. 10" Street Dock: the dock does not meet accessibility guidelines

Description of the Public Input Process

Grant Township sought public input for the creation of this recreation plan by soliciting public comment
at public meetings and by conducting a survey that was available through the Internet. A summary of
comments received at a public hearing are presented in this section, as are the results of the online
survey.

The public hearing was held on February 26, 2009 at Grant Township Hall in Copper Harbor. Sixteen
citizens attended the meeting. After a presentation by a representative of U.P. Engineers & Architects,
Inc. on recreation plans, public comments and ideas were received. The public meeting was advertized
on February 19, 2009 in the Houghton Daily Mining Gazette.

The following list is a summary of citizen ideas received during a public

workshop held in Copper Harbor on 2/26/09
Parks — Copper Harbor

Band Shell

Parking On Third Street South Of Us 41-Includes Handicapped Parking
Barrier Free Sidewalk From Fourth Street To Visitors Center

Expand, Improve Park To Make It More Useable

Parks — Lac La Belle

e Develop Union Park
e Install Fishing Pier
e Playground Equipment



Potential Land Acquisitions

e Ice Rink
e Sledding Hill
e 27 Hole Disc Golf Course
e  Multi-Purpose Sports Field For Baseball, Soccer, Basketball
e Rustic Or Primitive Campground
e Acquisition Of Lake Front Property To Provide For Public Swimming, Boat Launch Etc.
e Proposed And Existing Trail Systems
Trail Related Proposals

e Barrier Free Pathway From Fort Wilkins To Hunter’s Point Should Accommodate Non Powered
Traffic

e Interpretive Nature Tails

e Bike Trail For Families And Novice Riders

e Paved Bike/Cross Country Ski Trail Connecting Copper Harbor, Lac La Belle And Delaware

e Improve And Expand Nordic Ski Trail System; Some Trails Could Be Multi Use

e Trails For Sled Dogs And Horses

¢ Improve And Expand Biking And Hiking Trails

e Construct A Single Track Hiking Biking Loop From Copper Harbor To Keweenaw Point

e Backcountry Ski Runs/Snow Board Terrain Park

e Facility For Storage/Maintenance Of Trail Grooming Equipment

Water Related Proposals

e Provide Family Swimming Where Water Is Warm

e Develop Swimming At Lake Manganese (Fort Wilkins Responsibility)
e Deepwater Access For Boats At Copper Harbor

e Additional Longer-Term Dockage At Copper Harbor

e Facilities For Keweenaw Water Trail Users-Landing/Docking Site
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC WORKSHOP IN GRANT TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLANNING SUBJECT OF

HEARING
STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF HOUGHTON S8

Public Worksh":‘ in

Grant Township
0 Subject of Hearing

i Ti:mﬁ%m* . ees will

| : ‘nearing at 230 Gratiot
| oid a special public hearing & 2= 2 R

to begin collecting cmz_en .
St:getﬁwnship-'s future recreatlt_)n D;:]:Cts
and priorities. A pres.'entatmnd b
prainstorming session will be hel picb;
to 7 p.m. Those unable to attes_wd :‘:a]rl\
up a survey at the township hall.
It is also on the web at
ww.u;:ea.comfﬁurvey.html
Thursday, February 26, 6 p.m.
Grant Township Hall
© 230 Gratiot St., Copper Harbor

YVONNE ROBILLARD

Being first duly sworn, says that he/she is the agent
of the Publisher of The Daily Mining Gazette, a
newspaper published in the English language for the
dissemination of local or transmitted news and
intelligence of a general character and legal news,
which is a duly qualified newspaper, and that
annexed hereto is a copy of a certain order taken
from said newspaper in which the order was
published on the following dates:

FEBRUARY 19, 2009

ublisher of the Daily Mining Gazette

b
Subscribed aiid sworn before me this < /

Agenlof

i
Dayof [ avreh A.D., 2009

) | e
C/‘L,( 'ipé-»r,( e C})(L e L0 /C_d;{

Notary Public, Houghton County, Michigan

Acting in and for the County of Houghton Michigan

CATHERINE O’CONNELL RICCI
NOTARY PUBLIC. STATE OF MI
COUNTY OF HOUGHTON

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:

AUG 10, 2012




AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

IN THE MATTER OF _ GRANT TOWNSHIP FIVE-YEAR RECREATION PLAN

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF HOUGHTON 88 YVONNE ROBILLARD

Being first duly sworn, says that he/she is the agent
of the Publisher of The Daily Mining Gazette, a
newspaper published in the English language for the
dissemination of local or transmitted news and
intelligence of a general character and legal news,
which is a duly qualified newspaper, and that
annexed hereto is a copy of a certain order taken

@ from said newspaper in which the order was

published on the following dates:
GRANT TOWNSHIP

has rewritten its
five-year recreation AUGUST 27, 28, 291 2009
plan and is seeking
citizen input on the
new plan which can
be viewed at Town-
ship Hall in Copper
Harbor or can down-
load it. from the web:
www granttwp.org/
recplan.pdf. Com-
ments can be sub-
mitted to Grant
Township, P.O. Box
76, Copper Harbor,

t MIT 49918 or via®
email 5
grantsuper@pasty.
com :

1\ J\/} f\mv\k\.,ahc erm (\

Agerit q:}\‘the Publisher of the Daily Mining Gazette

Subscrﬂ;?:d and sworn before me this

Day of S:f_p Lepmlene  AD, 2000

QILMAR—L [} (.;, 4 /(:'t'xx

Notary Public, Houghton County, Michigan

Acting in and for the County of Houghton Michigan

CATHERINE O7CONNELL RICCI
NOTARY PUBLIC. STATE OF MI
COUNTY DOF HOUGHTON

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:

ALUGE 10, 2012

The proposed Recreation Plan was on display through the month of September and for the first week
of October. Two public comments were received during the comment period:

1. “I did not find any reference to the "road ends" in the plan. Copper Harbor should improve
public access to the water by developing the rights of way to the water.”

2. “Please include the building of additional rest room facilities for the Copper Harbor Park. That
would also make a nice project.”



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
IN THE MATTER OF GRANT TOWNSHIP
STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF HOUGHTON SS YVONNE ROBILLARD

Being first duly sworn, says that he/she is the agent
of the Publisher of The Daily Mining Gazette, a
newspaper published in the English language for the
dissemination of local or transmitted news and
intelligence of a general character and legal news,
which is a duly qualified newspaper, and that

et anncxed hereto is a copy of a certain order taken

(’" i 7 from said ncwspaper in which the order was
A FM?M)&. published on the following dates:

will  consider  adopt B
g A new  5yoar OCTORER 1, 2, 3, 2009
Recreation Plan at

its regular manthly

meeting, Oct. 13, at

6 prmn, Township Hall

in Copper  Harbor.

Citizen comments

are welcome. The

plan can be viewed

at the hall or at

wwwgranttwporg

QD. ( |
Agent u%& Publisher of the Daily Mining Gazette

o)

Subscribed and sworn before me this / =

0 e o
Dayof (2t Lotren s AD., 2009

(} i AN A - /’1
QLL’/u wopinit Ll Faviius Bl st

Notary Public, Houghton County, Michigan

Acting in and for the County of Houghton Michigan

CATHERINE 0° CONNELL-RICCT
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF Mi
COUNTY OF HOL TON

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:

AR 10, 2012

As required, Grant Township advertised the October 13, 2009 meeting where it considered and

adopted the new plan.

Shortly after the February 26 public meeting, U.P. Engineers & Architects mailed a postcard to all
landowners in Grant Township publicizing the availability of an online survey that would allow residents
to express their opinions and priorities for recreation projects in the township. The questions and a

10



numerical summary are presented at the end of this section. Incidentally, approximately 600 postcards
were mailed out and 108 people participated in the online survey (and another 12 people submitted a
printed copy of the survey through the U.S. Mail). That is a response rate of approximately 20 percent.
In a world where a response rate of 3 percent to a direct-mail appeal is seen as “excellent,” a 20
percent response rate is far beyond expectation.

On the following pages is a summarization of the on-line survey.
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Goals and Objectives

Based upon the survey of citizens and input during the public meeting, the Grant Township Board of
Trustees created the following the following mission statement for its recreation program:

Grant Township wishes to protect its natural environment for the
enjoyment of current and future generations.

Additionally, the township board set the following goals to assist it in focusing on the most important
recreational opportunities available to the township:

1. Develop, improve, and maintain non-motorized trails

2. Improve and maintain recreational lands and infrastructure that the township owns

3. Acquire land surrounding existing township parks to accommodate future expansion

4. Consider the creation of a community recreation facility in the Lac La Belle area

5. Improve access to lakes for camping, fishing, boating, kayaking, canoeing, and swimming

6. Publicize current recreational opportunities through electronic means and printed maps and
brochures

7. Improve wayfinding signage for recreational opportunities

8. Explore opportunities to create a Recreational Authority

The township board wishes it to be known that it supports many of the specific suggestions presented

by citizens. Although the board is cognizant that it could create an “Action Program” as part of this
recreation plan that would lay out specific projects for specific time periods, the board decided to

forego an Action Plan and consider specific projects as they are presented by citizens or organizations.

The township board agrees that any specific project must meet at least one of the eight goals listed
previously.
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RESOLUTION # 19-2009
GRANT TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING
OCTOBER 13™, 2009

RESOLUTION
To Authorize Submittal of Recreation Plan dated January 1%, 2010
To December 31%, 2015

WHEREAS, the Grant Township wishes to make available and accessible to its citizens the
recreational lands in Grant Township, and

WHEREAS, a draft of the Recreation Plan has been presented to the public and public comments
have been received and presented in the plan, and

WHEREAS, the Township Board wishes to adopt a new five-year recreation plan, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Grant Township Board authorizes Supervisor Ken
Stigers to submit the Recreation Plan that is dated January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2015 to the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources on behalf of Grant Township.

Adopted this 13" day of October, 2009

Members present: Ken Stigers, Karen Karl, Kelly Coltas, Ned Huwatschek, Art Davis

AYES: 5 - Ken Stigers, Karen Karl, Kelly Coltas, Ned Huwatschek, Art Davis

NAYS: 0

\ i ey

Ken Stigers, Supervisor

Upon a motion made by Kelly Coltas, seconded by Art Davis, the following Resolution was adopted:
#19-2009

| hereby certify this Resolution as a true and accurate €O
Township Board on October 13, 2009.

an action taken by the Grant

\

———

Clefrk
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